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FEDERAL M NE | NSPECTORS BEG N UNPRECEDENTED SAFETY SWEEP OF
NATI ON' S METAL AND NONMETAL M NES
| ncreasi ng Nunber of M ni ng Deaths Spur Action

The Labor Department’s M ne Safety and Heal th Adm nistration
(MsHA) announced today it will dispatch its entire non-coal m ne
i nspector force to all of the nation’s nearly nearly 11, 000 net al
and nonmetal mning operations to prevent a rising nunber of
m ni ng deaths. As of Septenber 10, 50 mners in netal and
nonnmetal m ning operations have been killed on the job conpared
with 34 at the sane tinme during 1996.

Thi s unprecedented 2-week initiative, which begins today, is
bei ng conducted to review m ne safety nmeasures and bring
attention to hazardous conditions that have caused a significant
increase in fatalities this year. Not since 1987 has the total
nunmber of netal and nonnetal mners killed on the job reached as
hi gh as 50 by this date.

“We are concerned about the disturbing nunber of mning
fatalities that have occurred so far this year,” said Secretary

of Labor Alexis M Herman. “l intend to use every resource at
t he disposal of this departnent to halt this upsurge of deaths in
the netal and nonnetal mning industry. | have said before that

American workers should not put their lives in peril for their
livelihood, and I remain very nuch commtted to that principle.”
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The initiative will nobilize all available netal and
nonnmetal inspections, a portion of the agency’s coal m ne
i nspectors and technical and training staff. Their assignnent
will be to speak directly with m ners and managenent about the
types of accidents that are occurring and how to prevent them

“We have directed a maj or depl oynent of agency personnel to
address this alarmng increase in mning deaths,” said J. Davitt
McAt eer, assistant secretary of |abor for mne safety and health.
“We nust draw the attention of every mne operator and every
mner in the nation to rai se the awareness | evel concerning this
current trend of tragic accidents. W need to informmne
wor kers and m ne managers of the hazardous conditions that have
led to many of these accidents and show them how fatalities can
be avoi ded.”

Earlier this year, MSHA had expressed concern over the
hi gher nunber of fatalities and responded to the problem by
tenporarily re-assigning inspectors to geographical areas of
speci al concern. The agency al so depl oyed training personnel to
m ne sites, conducted pertinent surveys and perfornmed ot her
acci dent prevention activities.

The agency also nmet wth and sought the input of industry and
| abor leaders in an effort to find solutions to the increasing
fatalities. Topics of discussion included rising production in
sone industry sectors and the inportant role of supervisors in
preventing fatal accidents. Since that tine, fatalities have
continued to occur at a pace greater than any tinme in the past 10
years.

McAt eer added, “We need to be vigilant and invol ve everyone
in the industry--fromthe boardroomto the toolroom-to reverse
this dangerous trend. Top nmanagenent nust be commtted to worker
safety and nmake it a top priority at each mne. That nessage has
to be conmunicated to their m ddl e nanagenent. M ners have to be
commtted to protecting thenselves as well as their co-workers
frompotential hazards at their mne site.”

The netal and nonnetal mning industry includes all m ning
operations other than coal m nes. Typical operations include
gold mnes, |ead mnes, silver mnes, crushed stone operations,
gquarries, sand and gravel pits and mlls.
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Acci dental deaths in the netal and nonnmetal mning industry
had fallen fromnore than 200 deaths annually earlier this
century. The all-time record-low of 40 fatalities in netal and
nonnmetal mning was set just 3 years ago, in 1994, beating the
previous | ow of 43 deaths in 1992. Last year, non-coal m ning
deat hs nunbered 47, a total already surpassed by this year’s
current count of 50 deaths.

O the 50 deaths so far this year, 44 percent have occurred
at crushed stone operations, 21 percent have occurred at sand and
gravel operations and 14 percent at gold mnes. The primary
cause of the accidental deaths have been attributed to powered
haul age--neaning the victimwas killed in an accident that
i nvol ved sonme type of vehicle at the mne site--which have
accounted for 40 percent of all deaths this year

Most of the fatal accidents have occurred during routine,
day-to-day duties typically carried out at m ning operations.
Sonme victins were working with equi pnent that was inproperly
mai nt ai ned while others were performng certain tasks while not
wearing seat or safety belts. Oher victinse were working in
unsafe | ocati ons.

For exanpl e, one victimwas shoveling material fromaround a
tail pulley when his clothing becane entangl ed because a guard
was missing. The man was pulled into the pulley and choked. In
anot her accident, the victinms crew had finished working in one
area and had noved to another. Wthout inform ng other crew
menbers, the victimreturned to the area previously worked, and
proceeded beyond barriers constructed to limt access. He was
| ater found beneath a roof fall.

During the special effort MSHA inspectors will be speaking
to workers, their supervisors and m ne managers. MAteer
indicated that while the inspectors who participate in this
effort will issue citations for obvious violations of mne safety
and health regul ations and cl ose down areas of m nes where an
i mm nent danger to working mners is evident, the objective wll
be to tal k about the need for safety to be a fundanental part of
the m ni ng process.
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Sonme of the advice inspectors will be passing on to mners
and m ne operators include:

-- Wear seat belts;

-- Secure and/ or bl ock equi pnent when perform ng
mai nt enance work;

-- Conduct thorough work place and equi pnment exam nati ons;

-- Operate only safe, well nmaintained equi pment;

-- Lock out electrical equipnment during maintenance and
repair;

-- Do not over-extend equi pnent beyond design
capabilities;

- - Design traffic patterns which avoid congestion

-- Ensure adequate equi pnent guards are in use;

-- Take down or provide support for |oose ground (roof);
and

- - Remain alert and do not work in unsafe | ocations.

MSHA has authority to inspect all mnes in the United States
for adherence to federal mne safety and health regul ations. The
agency al so has responsibility to investigate all accidental
m ni ng deat hs.
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1988 36 49
1989 35 48
1990 40 56
1991 30 53
1992 29 43
1993 32 51
1994 30 40
1995 31 53
1996 34 47
1997 50

1996

1997




METAL AND NONMETAL FATALITIES BY STATE

State 1997* | 1996 | 1995 | 1994 [1993 | 1992 | Total
Alabama 1 1
Alaska 1 1 1 3
Arizona 3 2 4 6 1 16
Arkansas 1 2 3
California 6 4 5 3 3 2 23
Colorado 1 1 1 1 4
Connecticut 1 1 2
Delaware 0
Florida 4 1 3 3 11
Georgia 1 3 3 1 8
Hawaii 0
Idaho 1 1 2 1 5
Illinois 3 2 2 2 5 14
Indiana 2 1 3
lowa 1 1 1 1 1 5
Kansas 2 2 4
Kentucky 2 1 1 1 1 6
Louisiana 1 1 2
Maine 0
Maryland 2 1 2 5
Massachusetts 1 1 2
Michigan 1 1 2 2 1 7
Minnesota 1 1 2
Mississippi 1 1 2
Missouri 3 3 3 2 1 3 15
Montana 1 2 4 7
Nebraska 1 1 2
Nevada 4 4 7 4 2 3 24
New Hampshire 0




New Jersey 1 1 1 1 4
New Mexico 1 2 2 5
New York 1 1
North Carolina 1 2 1 1 5
North Dakota 0
Ohio 1 1 1 3
Oklahoma 2 2 4
Oregon 2 2 1 5
Pennsylvania 5 1 2 5 3 16
Puerto Rico 2 1 1 4
Rhode Island 0
South Carolina 1 1 2 1 5
South Dakota 1 1 2
Tennessee 3 1 2 1 1 8
Texas 5 3 1 3 1 13
Utah 1 1 1 2 5
Vermont 2 2
Virginia 1 2 2 2 2 9
Washington 1 2 2 1 6
West Virginia 1 1
Wisconsin 1 1 4 6
Wyoming 1 2 1 4
TOTALS 50 47 53 40 51 43 284

* as of 9/08/97




